{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. VII.]  STEIN   AND  THE FALL OF  NAPOLEON.    199}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 throughout the campaign, and at present had no thought of leaving it. The first in rank, then, as in beauty, was the banker's wife, Madame Bethmarm, her pretensions to either one or the other being founded only on the poverty of all around her in both those qualities. Even a town-ball at Hull could hardly show a collection of women with less distinction in their appearance and manners; and as to good looks, I must in justice to my old friends say they would in that respect leave these Frankfurt belles far, far in the rear. There was a great crowd, but very little dancing. Alexander, and afterwards the King, led out Madame Bethmann, whose eyes\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f1\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af1\loch\f0\cchs0 the best part of her face\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f1\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af1\loch\f0\cchs0 then sparkled almost as brightly as the diamond stars of her illustrious cavaliers. She displayed some fme diamonds herself, and was certainly most superbly dressed.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Stein arrived yesterday, and showed himself for an hour at the ball. On dit that the joints of his Imperial Majesty's fingers\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f1\cchs0 \'97 \hich\af0\dbch\af1\loch\f0\cchs0 the only pliable parts about him\hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f1\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af1\loch\f0\cchs0 are become more pliable than ever; more I suspect than from what comes within their grasp there is any occasion for.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 In this last sentence Jackson seems to hint at charges of corruption which in the gossip of the clay were made against Stein. Such charges were cer\-tain to be made. As we have said Leipzig was the counterpart of Austerlitz, and it was followed by a corresponding sudden movement of the Small and Middle Princes, but in the opposite direction. As then they had rushed into the arms of France, so now they rushed into those of the Coalition. In the former case there had been monstrous tales of the bribery by which Talleyrand had profited, and Stein now stood in much the same position as Talleyrand. We hear of the Princes being kept waiting in his ante-room, and if they would condescend to do this they would no doubt also be ready to offer him money. On these antecedent probabilities gossip}\par }